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Anne (Thomas) Boyd
had this photo taken
in 1952 for her future
husband, Dan, to take
home with him to
Alaska during 
summer break from
then-Abilene Christian 
College. They became
engaged that fall 
and married over
Christmas break. 
“We had a lot of help
from the Lord,” 
she says. “We were 
faithful to Him and
each other for the 
56 years God gave 
us together.”

Anne (Thomas ’55) Boyd
didn’t have much more than her
dreams of attending Abilene 
Christian College when she 
left South Texas for West Texas 
in 1951. 

The 16-year-old high school
valedictorian left home with a $3
round trip bus ticket and 14 hours
to think about the instructions her
parents had given her: When you
arrive in Abilene, find a ride from
the bus station to the ACC campus
and go visit “Brother Morris.” 

That would be ACU president
Dr. Don H. Morris (’24). His son
was friends with Boyd’s brother
and the families had previously
met, so surely Morris would help,
they thought. 

As Boyd recalls it, the
parental advice ended this way:
“Be polite, and let him know that
you want to go to ACC but that
you will need to work to cover
the costs. Hopefully, he can help.
And if you can’t find a job, you
will need to use the other half 
of that bus ticket to come back
home. Good luck.” 

President Morris only vaguely
remembered Boyd’s parents, but
that didn’t stop him from helping
her find a way to make her 
college dream a reality. With a
big smile on his face, he said,
“Well, young Mary Anne, you
found your way here to ACC – we 
certainly are not going to just

send you right back home!” With
his help, Boyd began three part-
time jobs on campus to cover the
cost of tuition and housing. 

She excelled in her studies,
married her husband Dan (’54),
and after graduation, the Boyds
began a lifetime of ministry and
service together that took them
around the world: Alaska, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Austria,
Germany, Russia, Romania, and
Ghana. Their four children – Bob
Boyd (’77), Dean Boyd (’85), Scott
Boyd (’83) and Dyann (Boyd ’80)
McCully – all attended ACU. 

In 2009 Dan Boyd passed
away, but Anne is continuing their 
ministry by spending half of her
year in Transylvania, Romania,

running God’s Children, her 
nonprofit ministry. In 2015, God’s
Children distributed more than
200,000 donated Hungarian and
Romanian Bibles to schools, 
orphanages, hospitals, churches 
and mother’s shelters across 
Eastern Europe. 

Boyd traces it all back to 
65 years ago, when Morris 
helped make a young woman’s
dream of a Christian higher 
education a reality.

“My family could not have 
afforded my college at ACC 
without the generosity of others,
like Brother Morris,” she says.
“With the rising cost of education,
kids today need our help – 
more than ever – to be blessed

Answering the Call
Making the dream of college affordable  

he back page of this publication is    
normally reserved for a section 
entitled “Why We Give,” an 

opportunity to honor those who both 
support ACU and have worked to build
this campus for future generations. 
Accordingly, this seems like an 
appropriate location to honor the late 
Dr. Bruce Evans.

Few people gave more to ACU than
Evans, who died Aug. 25, 2016, at the 
age of 79. He is survived by Jane, his 
wife of 59 years; a daughter, Melanie
(Evans ’82) Bullock; a son, Jay Bruce
Evans (’86); five grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren.

Bruce spent his entire professional 
life working in ministry and education,
and The ACU Foundation was honored to
have him on our executive team for more
than 14 years.  

“Bruce Evans was a man of God, a 
wise counselor, gifted writer and faithful
friend,” says Dan T. Garrett (’73), ACU’s
vice chancellor and president of The ACU
Foundation. “He was a great team player
who rose to the top of every endeavor in
his life. His humility, sincerity and 
trustworthiness were second to none. I
am a better man because of his influence.”

Abilene Christian University was built
on the hard work and generosity of 
faithful people like Bruce, and his 
support and his impact on ACU will live
on for generations. 

“Everyone knew Bruce was a true
Christian servant who modeled integrity
and Christ-likeness in all he did,” said
ACU chancellor Dr. Royce Money (’64).
“Bruce and Jane have left their legacy
mark on ACU, and we all are blessed 
immeasurably by having known him.”

Why We Give
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Anne distributes Bibles to children as part of her nonprofit
ministry God’s Children in Transylvania, Romania. In 
2015, God’s Children distributed more than 200,000 
donated Hungarian and Romanian Bibles to schools, 
orphanages, hospitals, churches and mother’s shelters
across Eastern Europe.

Dan and Anne’s engagement photo from 
Fall 1952, which was submitted to Anne’s
hometown newspaper.

with a Christian education like the one 
I was lucky enough to receive.” 

e affordability 
challenge continues

The same heart and belief that led 
Morris to help Boyd 65 years ago led more
than 2,000 alumni and friends to support
the boldest scholarship campaign in 
ACU’s history.  

In 2012, ACU president Dr. Phil 
Schubert (’91) announced Partnering 
in the Journey, a campaign to raise 
$50 million for endowed scholarships. 
By establishing endowed scholarships to
grow over time and pay out annually, the
university would not just be addressing
today’s student financial challenges, it
would also be setting up perpetuating
funds to bless students for generations 
to come.

This spring, the men and women 
of the ACU community met that goal – 
and passed it. 

During the Partnering in the Journey
campaign, 2,031 donors made a donation
to student scholarships, with 800 
donors making their first-ever gift 
to the endowment. Gifts ranged from a $10
check to a $20 million estate gift, with the 
average commitment being $20,573.58.

Thanks to these donors’ generosity, 

the university’s total value of endowed 
scholarships increased by more than 50
percent; 112 new scholarship endowments
were established; and 72 existing 
scholarships were increased by $10,000 or
more. In the end, every department and
every student currently at ACU – and those
still to attend – benefited from these 
scholarship increases.

Planned gifts propel 
Partnering in the Journey

Some of the largest donations to 
Partnering in the Journey are still yet to
come. Numerous individuals and families
established scholarships that will receive
additional funding through estate gifts in
the future. 

Many families found this simple 
three-step formula to scholarship funding
to be a powerful tool:

1. Make an initial gift to establish an 
endowed scholarship fund;

2. Annually support, when possible, the
scholarship with additional gifts; and

3. Create an estate or planned gift that
will further support the scholarship
after death.

Planned gifts come in many shapes 
and sizes. While the most common estate
gifts during Partnering in the Journey 
were those made through a will, other 

Each day on my
drive into work, I
pass by ACU’s active
construction sites.
From our new 
football stadium to
our state-of-the-art

science facilities, these structures
are a great reminder of how the 
university is always growing.

But growth at ACU is not 
limited to buildings – as the most
impressive transformations on 
campus are those happening 
every day in the minds and hearts 
of our students.

In this issue of Legacy, you will
see how our community has rallied
around students to guarantee these
opportunities for growth continue.
Anne Boyd was a young girl who
dreamed of attending ACU, and 
Dr. Don Morris’ investment helped
make that dream a reality. Lauren
Skelton and De’Andre Brown are
current students continuing their
families’ Wildcat legacies through
the generosity of donor-created
scholarships. And my good friend,
the late Dr. Bruce Evans, selflessly
gave so much of his time and talents
to help grow the ACU endowment. 
I will miss Bruce every day, but his
legacy will outlive him.

Yes, we believe ACU has a 
sacred, noble mission to educate
young Christian leaders to be the
hands and feet of Jesus in the world.
And endowment donations help 
ensure current and future students
will continue to receive these same
opportunities. Gifts to scholarships
and other ACU endowment 
programs are strategically invested
and grow over time, creating a 
perpetual revenue source to support
the university. 

I hope you enjoy these amazing
stories about some amazing people,
and if you would like to help invest
in the future – please do not hesitate
to contact us.                                                               

In His Grip,

Dan T. Garrett
President, The ACU Foundation

Students have a special message for the generous donors who 
helped us surpass our Partnering in the Journey goal of $50 million 

for endowed scholarships. Watch the video at acu.edu/journey. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE
ACU FOUNDATION’S 
PRESIDENT

PARTNERING IN THE JOURNEY CELEBRATION VIDEO

individuals altered the beneficiary 
designations on their retirement accounts
or life insurance policies to leave a 
percentage of the remainder benefit 
to an ACU scholarship. 

“My wife and I were privileged to be
able to set up a scholarship to honor my
late father, Earl O’Quinn,” said Jason
O’Quinn (’99). “But we also wanted the
scholarship to be even bigger one day. 
Setting up a gift through our estate plan
to further fund the scholarship was a
great way for us to ensure future ACU 
students receive the same awesome 
experience we were blessed to enjoy.”

No matter the form or size of the 

estate gift, these future donations have 
allowed families to significantly grow
their scholarships and to help guarantee 
students will be provided with the 
opportunity for a world-class, 
Christian higher education at ACU 
for years to come.

e journey is not over
Even with the success of the recent

campaign, student affordability and 
scholarships will always be a top priority 
at ACU. 

There will always be students like
Anne Boyd who dream of attending 
ACU and believe this university is the

right place for them. It is our obligation to
do everything we can to help make their
dreams a reality.

If you would like to learn more 
about establishing or donating to a 
scholarship, or in finding out more 
information about estate or planned 
gifts, please contact The ACU Foundation
today at theacufoundation@acu.edu or
800-979-1906.

Our team can work with you and your
advisors to maximize the value of your 
donation, while also being mindful of 
potential tax advantages available to you.



Lauren Skelton can’t pick a favorite
ACU experience – there are too many.

“From sitting awestruck in Dr. 
Rebecca Hunter’s lecture in Biology I
class, to cracking jokes in Dr. Perry
Reeves’ chemistry lab, to squishing 
germy marshmallows in Dr. Jennifer 
Huddleston’s microbiology course, 
I have loved every minute of my 
education,” says the senior biology 
major with a chemistry/public service
double minor.

Lauren is a fourth-generation 
Wildcat who’s preparing to transition to
medical school and dreams of becoming 
a specialist in pediatrics or family 
medicine. Throughout her ACU career,
she says, she has been “wonderfully 
impressed” and “encouraged” in her field
and by those around her. 

“Every professor I’ve encountered is
encouraging and helpful and excited
about what they teach,” she says. 
“They go out of their way to help 
students succeed.”

ACU has always been a part of her
life – her great-grandfather Arthur
“Tonto” Coleman (’28) coached his way
into the ACU Sports Hall of Fame, and 
her grandparents Don (’63) and Kay 
(Coleman ’62) Skelton and parents Scott
(’89) and Sheila (Todd ’89) Skelton each 
attended as well – but Lauren says she 
developed her own love for the Hill by 
attending ACU Leadership Camps while
growing up.

“When it was time to apply to 
college, ACU was the only place I even
considered,” she says. “I already knew it
was home and was excited to carry on the
family tradition as a Wildcat.”

From being a Jack Pope Fellow, serving
on the production teams of Freshman 
Follies and Sing Song and as a member of
the Student Alumni Association, and
pledging the women’s social club GATA,
Lauren has jumped at the opportunities
placed before her. She says she’s not 
only thankful for the faculty and peers
who have helped her succeed, she 
also is grateful for generous donors. 

“My scholarships have allowed me to
participate in all that ACU has to offer
without worrying so much about the
cost,” she says. “I am so thankful for my
donors and all that they do, and I know
many students feel the same. I hope I am
someday able to give back to the 
university in the same way.”

ACU football is in De’Andre 
Brown’s blood.

The junior running back’s father, 
Eric Brown (’92), suited up for the 
Wildcats in the late 1980s and early 
’90s, and De’Andre was raised on his 
stories of Wildcat football. But when 
it came time to pick a college, the 
deciding factor was ACU’s commitment 
to its Christian mission. 

“I chose it because of my search for
spiritual growth,” De’Andre says. “I knew
ACU and its football program would help
me be a better football player, as well as a
better man.”

Eric Brown’s experience at Abilene
Christian also helped De’Andre realize he
was headed in the right direction, he says. 

“I’ve always wanted to follow in my
dad’s footsteps in everything, because I
think he is the coolest guy on this earth,”
De’Andre says. “The opportunity to play
at the same university as he did reassured
me I was on the right path to becoming a
good man – just like him.”

During his more than two years at
ACU, De’Andre has excelled on the field
and in the classroom. In Spring 2016,
De’Andre joined 90 other Abilene 
Christian athletes on the Southland 
Conference Commissioner’s Honor Roll, 
a prestigious list recognizing student-
athletes with 3.0 or higher GPAs. And in
his first two years with the Wildcats, he
has already tallied eight games with more
than 100 yards rushing.

Head coach Ken Collums knows what
he has in #22. 

“De’Andre is the core of our offense,”
Collums says. “He is a leader, he’s a 
wonderful person – very humble, but 
a fierce competitor.”

And De’Andre knows this 
opportunity would not be possible 
without all the people who helped make
his ACU dream a reality.  

“From my parents to those that set up
the scholarships to make my education
possible – I understand how blessed 
I am to go here,” he says. “I am forever

grateful for this opportunity. Thank you
to those donors, and I promise that you
didn’t waste a single cent on me.”

De’Andre’s father, Eric Brown, played football for
ACU in the late 1980s and early ’90s. 

Lauren’s great-grandfather, “Tonto” Coleman, 
was a successful ACU head football coach who 
went on to become commissioner of the 
Southeastern Conference.
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CAMPUS NEWS

2017 ALUMNI
AWARDS 
ANNOUNCED 
The recipients of ACU’s top alumni
awards for 2017 were announced at
Homecoming: Dr. David (’82) and
Laurie (Stallings ’81) Vanderpool
are the Outstanding Alumni of the
Year and Chelsea (Thornton ’01) 
Buchholtz is the Young Alumnus 
of the Year. Longtime medical 
volunteers during disasters and 
in third-world countries, the 
Vanderpools operate LiveBeyond, 
a faith-based humanitarian 
organization in Thomazeau, Haiti,
that brings medical and maternal
health care, clean water, education,
orphan care, community 
development and the Gospel to the
oppressed. As chief of staff for the
Texas Juvenile Justice Department,
Buchholtz is continuing her career
spent working to improve the 
Texas criminal justice system. 
She previously served as general 
counsel for the department, and
prior to that, as assistant general
counsel and later advisor to the
governor of Texas. 

DILLARD HALL
OPENS FOR 
WOMEN
ACU’s 11th on-campus residence for
students, Gayle and Max Dillard
Hall, opened for Fall 2016 and was 
dedicated Aug. 19 in a ceremony
honoring donors Gayle (’57) 
and Max Dillard, of Dallas. More
than 180 sophomore women call
the facility home; each of its 
apartments contain a living space,
bedroom and kitchen for two to
four students. A bronze statue 
created by Abilene artist Steve
Neves and commissioned by the
Dillards was installed in front of the
hall’s main entrance. Titled “God’s
Messenger,” the work of art depicts
a mother reading to children.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• The Emeriti Christmas party 

will be 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 17, 
at The Paramount Theatre in 
downtown Abilene. All ACU 
faculty and staff, and their 
families, are invited to attend as 
we honor retired faculty and 
staff at a free showing of the 
1954 film White Christmas.  

• The 61st production of Sing Song
returns Feb. 17-18, with “Fire and
Ice.” Tickets can be purchased 
online at acu.edu/singsong and
are $17 for 8 p.m. Friday, $22 for 
2 p.m. Saturday and $25 for 8 p.m. 
Saturday performances. 

• The annual President’s Circle 
and Heritage Society Dinner is
Feb. 18 in the Teague Special
Events Center. 

• ACU will host the third annual
TEDxACU on March 24 in Fulks
Theatre in the Williams Performing
Arts Center. Learn more at 
tedxacu.org. 

• Members of the Class of 1967 
celebrate the big 50 at their
Golden Anniversary Reunion on
April 26-28. Register today at
acu.edu/golden. 

Abilene Christian University means more to me than people 
will ever know. People will say, ‘Well sure, you lived an exciting
time of your life here.’ It goes way beyond that, way beyond that.
We have something very special here, folks. And we graduate
special students. We are all blessed to be a part of this family.

– OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST EARL YOUNG (’62) AT A SEPT. 6 
CENTER FOR BUILDING COMMUNITY LUNCHEON AT ACU 

“
ENROLLMENT
REACHES 
ALL-TIME HIGH 
ACU set a new enrollment record 
in Fall 2016 with 4,910 residential
and online students. A total of 
1,152 graduate students also 
represent an all-time high for the 
university; 650 are enrolled online
from 37 states and three nations
through ACU Online. The freshman
class constitutes the third-largest 
in ACU history at 1,047. Fifty-nine 
percent of them graduated in the top
quarter of their high school class and
their average high school GPA is an
ACU best-ever this fall. Additionally,
the freshman-to-sophomore 
retention rate, and racial and 
ethnic diversity percentages, 
continue to be strong.

HOMECOMING 2016
Thousands of alumni, friends 
and family returned to the Hill 
to celebrate their stories at 
Homecoming. At the annual 
Gutenberg Celebration, alumni 
Jennifer (England ’05) Allen, 
Luke Hejl (’01) and Alicia 
(Phillips ’02) Pierce were honored
by the Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communication for 
distinguished professional 
achievement. The ACU Football
Legends Luncheon honored 
Wildcat standouts Wilbert 
Montgomery (’77) and 
Ove Johansson (’77) on the 
40th anniversary of Montgomery 
setting the college football career 
touchdown record and Johansson
setting what is still a world record
69-yard field goal. Both marks were
set in ACU’s 17-0 Homecoming 
win in 1976. A new event also 
was introduced this year: the
Homecoming Alumni Candlelight
Devotional, an event for all ages
recreating the beloved Wildcat
Week tradition of a candlelit 
time for worship in the 
Beauchamp Amphitheatre. 

“

Laurie and Dr. David 
Vanderpool (above) and

Chelsea Buchholtz (right)

VISION IN 
ACTION UPDATE  

The Halbert-Walling Research
Center is on schedule to finish this
fall with classes moved there for
Spring 2017; the second phase 
of renovation for the Onstead 
Science Center will begin 
afterward. The final fundraising
push continues for Wildcat 
Stadium. Naming opportunities 
are available, from seats to suites 
to loge boxes. Construction on
ACU’s first on-campus football 
stadium in more than 50 years
continues at a quick pace; the 
project is on track to complete
in time for the Wildcats’ 2017-18
season opener against Southland 
Conference rival Houston Baptist
University on Sept. 16.

ACU president Dr. Phil Schubert with Gayle 
and Max Dillard


