
Endowment gifts 
change lives today. They 
change lives tomorrow. 
And they continue to 
change lives long after 
the giver is gone.

Grown over time by 
ACU’s generous friends 
and alumni, Abilene 
Christian University’s 
endowment provides a 
substantial, sustainable, 
ongoing flow of 
funds to benefit the 
exceptional students 
and innovative 
programs that make  
ACU a world-class  
place to receive a 
Christian education. 

Spending Policy for Endowments
 The ACU Board of Trustees is responsible 
for setting the spending policy for endowment 
funds. The goal of the spending policy is to 
provide annual earnings for the specified 
endowment recipients while maximizing the 
ability of the endowment to grow over time.

How Do I Give?
 ACU offers several ways to create an 
endowment – from cash gifts to annuity and 
estate planning. For more information or a  
free consultation, call The ACU Foundation  
at 800-979-1906.
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Facilities and Equipment Endowments 
 Maintenance of the university’s facilities 
and state-of-the-art equipment is essential to 
our mission of educating students for Christian 
service and leadership throughout the world.
 Because ACU is committed to academic 
excellence, the university must provide the 
tools necessary to prepare graduates for today’s 
technology-driven workplace. Endowing 
facilities and equipment ensures ACU  
students will receive the highest-quality 
Christian education.
Funding minimums: Various

General Endowment
 Unrestricted endowment secures for our 
students the enhancements essential to the 
growth of our educational community –  
world-class facilities, cutting-edge technology 
and exceptional faculty. Gifts of any size may 
be made to the General Endowment Fund.
Funding minimums: 
•	 Named	General	Endowments:	$10,000	

Scholarship Endowments 
 Endowment dedicated to scholarships 
provides critical insurance for the future in  
two	important	ways:
 First, it helps ACU keep its commitment to 
accessibility and affordability for our students. 
 Second, the ability to offer an aggressive 
schedule of scholarships ensures ACU will 
always be able to compete for the best and 
brightest students. 
 Income from an endowed scholarship  
is awarded by ACU’s scholarship committee 
and any student receiving a grant must be  
in compliance with the university’s rules  
and regulations.  
Funding minimums: 
•	 Named	Unrestricted	Scholarship	Fund:
	 $10,000	
•	 Named	Restricted	Scholarship	Fund:	
	 $25,000

Athletics Endowments
 The remarkable success of ACU Wildcat 
student-athletes over the years is a tribute to 
them, the coaches and the tradition of winning 
that permeates the program. 
 ACU recruits student-athletes for their 
academic and spiritual qualities, as well as their 
athletic abilities. A vibrant athletics program 
has brought national attention to the university, 
world-class student-athletes to the campus and 
a great sense of pride to students and alumni.
 Endowment for the athletics program in 
general, and for individual sports in particular, 
will help keep ACU’s winning tradition alive.
Funding minimums: 
•	 Named	Unrestricted	Athletic	Endowments:
	 $10,000	
•	 Named	Restricted	Athletic	Endowment:
	 $25,000

Academic Endowments
Academic endowments allow ACU students  
to receive an education from some of the  
finest Christian faculty in the world. These  
funds support outstanding scholarship and  
instruction	by:
•	 Helping	the	university	attract	and	retain	
 premier Christian scholars.
•	 Providing	recognition	and	reward	for	
 outstanding Christian scholars.

Chairs: Endowed chairs honor exceptional 
achievement and contributions by faculty 
members. Appointment to an endowed chair is 
one of the highest honors a university can bestow 
on a faculty member. Such endowments attract 
eminent scholars, who in turn attract other 
distinguished scholars and the brightest students.
 Income available for an endowed chair is 
applied in the following order, depending on the 
availability	of	funds:
Distinguished chair
1.  Salary and benefits for the designated professor
2. Clerical or secretarial staff and benefits
3. Office expenses, including equipment
4. Travel and professional development
5.	 Research	expenses,	including	equipment
Chair
1. Salary and benefits for the designated professor
2. Office expenses, including equipment
3. Travel and professional development
4.	 Research	expenses,	including	equipment
Funding minimums
•	 Distinguished	chair:	$2	million
•	 Chair:	$1	million

Professorships: An endowed professorship is 
designed to supplement the salary and research 
expenses for an outstanding Christian scholar. 
Income	is	applied	in	the	following	priority	order:
1. Salary supplement and benefits
2. Office expenses, including equipment
3. Travel and professional development
4.	 Research	expenses,	including	equipment
Funding minimum: $500,000

Fellowships: Endowed fellowships may be  
used to supplement the designated professor’s 
salary and/or the expenses associated with a 
professor’s research.
Funding minimum:	$50,000

Departmental: An endowment may be 
designed to benefit the operational budget of  
an academic department or program. Earnings 
may be used for authorized departmental 
expenditures; primary consideration is given  
to existing programs.
Funding minimum:	$25,000


